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harbour strangers.   At Newcastle, where the hostmen formed
a corporation as early as 1517 \ it was laid down (1548) that
no host should make purchases from his guest, but that a
number of the fellowship should be appointed as ' price-
makers ' or ' viewers' to buy merchandise brought within
the town by any stranger, " at such reasonable price as by
their discretions shall be thought convenient" ;   and the
commodities purchased were then distributed among the
members " according to the rates of shipping " 2.   Even in
the time of Queen Elizabeth a citizen of London, William
Tipper, received a grant of letters patent (1576) by which
he was to appoint hosts for merchant strangers in London
and elsewhere, and to have the oversight of their trade and
levy an imposition of twopence in the pound on the value
of their purchases  and sales.    At Norwich   (1578)  the
authorities, out of consideration for the strangers settled in
their midst, " and for the experience we have had of your
godly disposition and good behaviour amongst us ", pur-
chased from Tipper the delegacy of his privileges in so far
as they affected Norwich3.
Taxation The number of aliens settled in England was very con-
c/aliens. ^^Q^Q^ and under Edward III. (1343) a proposal was
made that they should be taxed. This expedient was in
accordance with the anti-alien programme, but it was
prompted also by the feeling that foreigners ought to share
in the burdens of the country5. In 1439 an annual tax of
sixteenpence was imposed on resident aliens, and ten years
later a subsidy of six shillings and eightpence was levied on
foreign merchants and twentypence on their clerks. In
1453 domiciled aliens were required to pay forty shillings
yearly, those who remained only for a period of six weeks
1 Records of the Company^ of Hostmen of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (ed. F. W.
Bendy, 1901), p. xxix. This company obtained a monopoly of the sale of
coal. See infra, vol. ii. 129 seq.
*  Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, i. 52.
*  Huguenot Society Publications, vol. i. part i. 39-41.   The clauses of
the grant relating to the oversight of trade and the levy of a tax were
disallowed on the intervention of Archduke Mathias : ibid. 40.
*  Patent Rolls, 1429-1436, pp. 537-588, for a list of aliens who settled
in England in the early part of the fifteenth century.
5 Rotuli Parliawentorum, ii. 137 6.